
SUMMERreading @FSUS 2020

Rising 1st and 2nd Graders

Summer is a great time to relax, have fun, and read a good book. At Florida State University
Schools, we want our students to become lifelong readers and maintain strong reading skills built
during the school year. FSUS understands that students have a variety of interests and
strengths when it comes to reading; therefore, we support student choice of books for summer
reading. This will also provide teachers a powerful first diagnostic tool of student ability as they
begin a new school year.

STEP ONE: Choose 1 book of your choice. Yes - Any book! It could be a picture book, a beginning
chapter book, or a graphic novel! If you need help determining if the book is a good choice, use
the 5 Finger Rule:

STEP TWO: Read the WHOLE book!
STEP THREE: Choose 1 project from the list below, and complete the project based on the book
you read. Projects are due on Friday of the first week of school to your new teacher.
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Project Options (Choose 1):

Book in a Bag - A “Book in a Bag” is a book report contained in a brown paper bag. The purpose of 
the outside of the bag is to interest a classmate to want to read your book. The inside of your bag 
should include items that you will be able to use to explain important parts of your book. 
• On the front of the bag neatly write: 

• Title of the Book 
• Author of the Book 
• Illustrator (if there is one)
• Draw a picture of the main character(s)

• On the back of the bag, write a short summary of the story.  Also, write your opinion about the 
book. Did you like it? If you did like it, tell why. If you did not like it, tell why you didn’t. You can 
write this on lined paper, and then cut out and glue or scotch-tape it to the bag. 

• On one side of the bag, write about the setting (describe where the story takes place). 
• On the opposite side of the bag, list the characters in the story. 
• Place 3 items inside the bag that represent things in the story that will help you tell the class 

about your book when you present your report in class. The items could represent characters in 
the book; the setting; or something that happens in the book. During the oral presentation you will: 

• Give a short summary of the story; 
• Explain why you selected the objects in the bag and how they connect to the book; and
• Why you recommend the book.

Examples



SUMMERreading @FSUS 2020

Rising 1st and 2nd Graders
Page 3

Book Report Sandwich – Make a delicious sandwich about the book you read! Use the printable version
(see the next 3 pages) or the digital version (https://bit.ly/fsussummerreadingsandwich).

After you read the book, fill in each part of the sandwich. If you use the printable version, print it
out, fill in the pieces of information, and then cut each piece of the sandwich out, stack the pieces of
the sandwich in the order listed below, and staple them together!

To use the digital version, when you click on the link above it will instruct you to “Make a Copy” of the
Google Slides document. Once you make a copy, it will appear in your Google Drive. To fill in each part
of the project, click on the text box on each piece of the sandwich and type in your information.

• Top Bread Layer – Write your name, the title of the book, and the author’s name.
• Lettuce Layer – Write a short summary of the story.
• Tomato Layer – Write about the setting (describe where the story takes place).
• Cheese Layer – List the main characters in the story.
• Meat Layer – Write your opinion about the book. Did you like it? If you did like it, tell why. If you

did not like it, tell why you didn’t.
• Bottom Bread Layer – Write about your favorite part in the story.

When school starts, your teacher will tell you how to share your finished digital sandwich on Google.

https://bit.ly/fsussummerreadingsandwich


SANDWICH
BOOK REPORT

My Name: 

Book Title:

Author:

Summary:



Setting:

Main Characters:



My Favorite Part:

My Opinion:
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